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Friday, October 25, 1968 - v^lO'a. m. 
Here are some questions for Abrams. 


Mr. President: 


1. If the enemy honors our understandings on the DMZ and the cities, 

will those actions constitute a significant military advantage to our forces 
and the ARVN? 


2. Will that advantage compensate for the loss of our bombing in 
North Vietnam south of the 19th parallel? 

3. Is it your estimate that the enemy will or will not honor those 
understandings ? 

4. If he does not honor those understandings, can standing orders 
for rules of engagement of the kind you and we have in mind protect our 
forces and those of our allies for a period sufficient for us to make a 

basic estimate of enemy intentions and return, if necessary, to full-scale 
bombing of North Vietnam? 


5. In what ways would you apply the air power released from the 
North Vietnamese Panhandle to Laos and South Vietnam if there is a 
bombing halt? Do you believe that air power could produce results as 
effective in Laos and South Vietnam as in the North Vietnamese Panhandle, 
given North Vietnamese weather in the months ahead? 

6. How would you propose to keep maximum pressure on the enemy 
on the ground in South Vietnam in the months ahead? 

7. Do you envisage any problem maintaining the morale and offensive 
spirit of the ARVN and the RF-PF in the months ahead if there should be a 
bombing halt and more serious negotiations in Paris? 

8. Are preparations under way to mount a maximum political and 
psychological warfare campaign against the VC in the light of their possible 
acceptance of the GVN as a negotiating partner and the closing of the DMZ? 

9* there anything that we could send you promptly from here that 

would permit you to maintain maximum pressure on the ground in the months 
ahead? 
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10. We note that there is some strengthening of the forces along the 
Cambodian frontier opposite Saigon. Are you confident that you and the 
ARVN can handle a major thrust against Saigon if the enemy should decide 
to mount it in the time ahead? 

11* Knowing all that you know of the position in Vietnam, if you were 
President, would you proceed with the proposed arrangement; that is, no 
bombing of North Vietnam in return for the DMZ, no attacks on the cities, 
continued recce, and GVN participation in Paris? 




Rostow 
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